
 
 

2019 BCCAT EDUCATION CONFERENCE & 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
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Andres Barker is a Vice-Chair with the British Columbia Labour Relations Board, where he deals with the 

adjudication of matters under the Labour Relations Code including the acquisition of collective 

bargaining rights, the process of collective bargaining, unfair labour practice complaints, and disputes 

relating to strikes, lockouts, and picketing. 

 

He previously held the position of Senior Legal Counsel with the Health Employers Association of B.C., 

where he acted as counsel at arbitrations relating to collective agreements in the B.C. health care sector, 

and provided strategic advice to members concerning policy implementation, collective agreement 

interpretation, and dispute resolution. He previously practiced in employment law and related 

administrative law areas, such as employment standards compliance and human rights law. Andres' trial 

and advocacy work includes appearances at the B.C. Supreme Court, Provincial Court, Federal Court, the 

B.C. Human Rights Tribunal, and other administrative bodies. 

 

His prior experience includes articling with a major public sector union, and working as an Industrial 

Relations Officer with the B.C. Employment Standards Branch, where he was involved in the 

investigation, adjudication and mediation of a variety of employment-related issues under 

the Employment Standards Act. 

  

Andres has been a speaker at various professional legal education conferences, has provided education 

and legal advice to organizations representing persons with disabilities who act as employers to their 

care givers, and is also a labour and employment law blogger (currently on hiatus). He holds an LL.B. 

from the University of Victoria. 

 

Meera Bennett attended UBC Law School, and was called to the Bar in 2010. She practices 

administrative law, and is currently legal counsel to the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal. She 
regularly appears before the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeal in judicial review proceedings on 

behalf of the tribunal. Meera has a keen interest in administrative law: she is on the board of the B.C. 

Council of Administrative Tribunals, and is a co-author of the administrative law chapter in the CLE’s 
Annual Review of Law and Practice. Meera also regularly volunteers with Access Pro Bono, representing 

low income clients in a variety of matters. In her spare time, Meera enjoys spending time with her family 

and doing yoga. 

 

Charley Beresford is the Senior Executive Lead for the Crown Agencies and Board Resourcing Office, 

Ministry of Finance, which provides oversight of Crown governance and corporate accountability and 

oversees the recruitment and recommendation of candidates for appointments to BC’s public sector 
organizations. Prior to her current role, Charley served as executive Director for the Columbia Institute, 

an independent public policy organization with four research streams: Green economy, public finance, 

local economy and governance. The Institute houses the Centre for Civic Governance, which offers 



 

leadership training for inclusive, sustainable communities. Charley chaired the Greater Victoria Board of 

Education for two terms, serving the board as a trustee from 1996 through 2008. 

 

Charley served on Victoria School Board from 1996 through 2008 and serving two terms as Chair. 

Charley successfully worked with her colleagues to save provincially-funded Inner City School Funds and 

led the development of a ground breaking anti-homophobia action plan and anti-discrimination policy, 

the first for Western Canada. Charley has been Director/Chair and or staff with various community 

organizations including the Green Economy Network, SPARC BC, BC Recreation and Parks Association, 

Big Sisters, The Canadian Mental Health Association, and the Therapeutic Riding Association of BC. 

 

Laurel Courtenay has practiced as a litigator in the field of administrative law for 22 years. She is 

currently legal counsel in the Labour Employment and Human Rights Group of the Legal Services Branch 

(LSB) in the Ministry of the Provincial Attorney General. Before coming to LSB, Laurel was counsel for 

WorkSafeBC where she represented the Board in more than 80 judicial reviews and appeals at every 

level of court including the Supreme Court of Canada. Laurel has been on the executive of the CBA Legal 

Research Section for seven years including five years as chair. Laurel has written extensively for various 

legal publications and in 2016 was named one of CLE’s most prolific volunteers. 
 

Tim Dickson is a principal at JFK Law Corporation, where the majority of his practice focuses on acting 

for Indigenous peoples in constitutional litigation, before regulatory decision-makers and on judicial 

review. Tim also regularly acts for and against government bodies in constitutional and administrative 

law cases outside of Aboriginal law. In addition to his practice, Tim has taught administrative law at UBC 

law school as an adjunct professor. 

 

Emily Drown obtained her Bachelor of Arts with Distinction from Malaspina University-College (now 

Vancouver Island University) in 2000 and her Bachelor of Laws from the University of Victoria in 2004. 

Prior to being appointed Chair of the Employment and Assistance Appeal Tribunal, Emily served as Vice-

Chair and Chair of the Safety Standards Appeal Board and also maintained a professional law practice in 

Victoria, BC with a focus on civil litigation and family law. Emily has served numerous times as a guest 

judge for the Law Society of British Columbia's Professional Legal Training Course and has taught 

Contract Law and Dispute Resolution for Construction Specifications Canada. Emily is past-President of 

the British Columbia Counsel of Administrative Tribunals and a director of the Council of Canadian 

Administrative Tribunals. When not working, Emily enjoys spending time with her family, outdoor 

adventures, sailing and travel. 

 

Anna K. Fung, Q.C. - Anna was appointed as a full-time Commissioner of the BC Utilities Commission in 

December 2017 after serving as Vice President of Legal and General Counsel for TimberWest Forest 

Corp. On September 13, 2019, she was appointed as Deputy Chair of BC Utilities Commission. During her 

tenure at TimberWest, she also served as the inaugural Chief Ethics Officer. She was previously 

Corporate Counsel at Intrawest ULC and Senior Counsel at BC Gas Inc. (now Fortis BC). Anna holds a 

Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Arts (English and French) from the University of British Columbia. She 

earned her Certified Corporate Counsel designation in 2015. She has served as President of each of the 

British Columbia Law Society, Canadian Corporate Counsel Association, People’s Law School, Association 
of Chinese Canadian Professionals and BC Autism Association. She is a past director for the Vancouver 

Airport Authority and the current Chair of BC Unclaimed Property Society and a director for the Arts 

Club Theatre Society. 

 



 

Mr. Justice Harvey Groberman is a judge of the Court of Appeal of British Columbia and the Court of 

Appeal of the Yukon Territory and a Deputy Judge of the Supreme Court of the Yukon Territory. He was 

appointed to the B.C. Supreme Court in 2001, to the Yukon Supreme Court in 2005, and to the B.C. and 

Yukon Courts of Appeal in 2008. 

 

Prior to becoming a judge, Mr. Justice Groberman was a civil litigator who appeared frequently before 

trial and appellate courts, and also before administrative tribunals. He practiced with the Attorney 

General of British Columbia and with the firm of Davis and Company (as it was then known) in the fields 

of civil litigation, and constitutional and administrative law He was called to the British Columbia bar in 

1985, and was made a Queen’s Counsel in 1999. He was also a sessional lecturer in administrative law at 
the University of Victoria for several years, and more recently taught a course in statutory interpretation 

at the University of Victoria and the University of British Columbia. 

 

Mr. Justice Groberman received a B.A. from the University of Alberta in 1979, a J.D. from the University 

of Toronto in 1982, and an M.Litt. in law from the University of Oxford in 1989. 

 

Mr. Justice Groberman has written and presented papers on a variety of topics at numerous 

conferences presented by the Continuing Legal Education Society of British Columbia, the Canadian Bar 

Association, the National Justice Institute, and other organizations. 

 

Diana Juricevic has served as Chair of the Human Rights Tribunal since 2016, and as a member since 

2011. She also serves as Chair of the Mental Health Review Board since 2017. She holds a Juris Doctor 

and Master of Economics degree from the University of Toronto as well as an Honours Bachelor of Arts 

degree from the same institution. Prior to joining the Tribunal, Ms. Juricevic practiced international 

criminal law in the Netherlands and Cambodia. She was also an adjunct professor at the University of 

Toronto’s Faculty of Law where she led the International Human Rights Program and taught several 
courses at the university. At the outset of her career, Ms. Juricevic practiced litigation at a large national 

law firm in Toronto. 

 

Madam Justice Maria Morellato was appointed to the Supreme Court of British Columbia on June 16, 

2016.  Prior to her appointment to the bench, Justice Morellato was a civil litigator practicing in the 

areas of aboriginal, administrative and employment law for over 30 years.  She was a partner at Blakes 

LLP for almost 16 years, practicing there for almost 20.  She moved her practice to Mandell Pinder LLP in 

2009 and joined the firm as a partner, practicing there until her appointment to the Bench.  

  

Justice Morellato was called the bar in 1986, received her Queen’s Counsel designation in 2008 and was 
repeatedly elected as a Bencher of the Law Society of British Columbia, serving in that capacity for 5 

years until her appointment. Madam Justice Morellato was the Editor-in-Chief of Canada Law Book’s 
“Aboriginal Law Since Delgamuukw,” has published articles in her fields of expertise, and frequently 
presented at and chaired continuing legal education conferences prior to her appointment.  

  

Maria received the inaugural Canadian Bar Association of BC, Women Lawyers Forum Award of 

Excellence for 2008-09, recognizing her “distinguished career achievements and outstanding 
contributions to women in the legal profession.”   Her community service has included being a director 

of the Lions Gate Hospital Foundation, a board member of the Minerva Foundation’s Combining Our 
Strength Council, a founding Director of the Canadian Race Relations Foundation, and Secretary-

Treasurer of the UBC Law Alumni Association. 

 



 

Jane Morley, Q.C., a lawyer by profession and a mediator by inclination, has become a leader and 

facilitator of organizational and social change. She is the Strategic Coordinator of Access to Justice BC, a 

network of justice system leaders, headed by the Chief Justice of BC, which seeks to improve access to 

justice in BC. She is a founding participant in the BC Family Justice Innovation Lab, and a principal of 

Restorative Solutions, a group that offers a constructive and systemic approach to conflict within 

organizations and systems. Jane practiced family law, labour law and general civil litigation in Victoria for 

over 20 years before becoming a mediator, with a focus on family mediation, and a labour law 

arbitrator. She was a member and Chair of the BC Mediator Roster Society board, and a long-time 

Mediate BC board member. In 2018, she received the Susanna Jani award for Excellence in Mediation. 

She has served in many professional and public positions, including: Governor and Chair of the BC Law 

Foundation; Public Representative on the College of Physicians and Surgeons; Chair of the Jericho 

Individual Compensation Panel; Official Trustee of the BC Legal Services Society; BC Child and Youth 

Officer; and Commissioner of the first Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Canada. 

 

David Newell - Bachelor of Science (Zoology), University of British Columbia, 1982 

Bachelor of Laws, University of British Columbia. 1986 

Practiced at Ratcliff & Co. 1986 – 1991, general practice 

Staff Lawyer, Professional Conduct, Law Society of BC, 1991 – 1998 

Corporate Secretary, Law Society of BC, 1998 – 2009 

Vice-chair, Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal, 2009 – 2015 

Senior Vice-Chair and Tribunal Counsel, WCAT, 2015 – Present 

Acting Chair, WCAT, July – November 2016 

Past Chair, Treasurer, Trustee, Presentation House Cultural Society 

 

Micah Rankin is barrister with the Constitutional/Administrative Law Group of the British Columbia 

Ministry of Attorney General.  After obtaining a JD from the University of Victoria, Micah served as a law 

clerk at the Court of Appeal for British Columbia. He articled with Mr. Joseph Arvay, QC. He then worked 

for several years as an associate lawyer with Hunter Litigation Chambers in Vancouver, where is practice 

focused on complex civil litigation and administrative law. In 2011, he completed an LLM at the 

University of Toronto where he was supervised by Professor David Dyzenhaus.  In 2011, Micah became a 

founding member of the law faculty at Thompson Rivers University Faculty of Law in Kamloops, British 

Columbia. Micah has taught courses in criminal law, evidence and constitutional law.  In 2016, he was 

promoted to the rank of Associate Professor (with tenure). As a scholar, Micah has written numerous 

peer reviewed articles, book chapters, books and edited collections, including a recent collection 

entitled Legislating Statutory Interpretation: Perspectives from the Common Law World (2018, 

Carswell).  As counsel, Micah has conducted many criminal and civil trials, judicial reviews, as well as 

dozens of appeals, which has included several appearances as lead counsel at the Supreme Court of 

Canada.  In 2018, Micah returned to full time practice and now regularly represents administrative 

decision-makers in judicial reviews before courts in British Columbia. 

 

The Honourable Marshall Rothstein C.C., Q.C. Marshall Rothstein attended the University of Manitoba 

where he earned a B. Com. in 1962 and an LL.B. in 1966. He practiced law with Thorvaldson, Eggertson, 

Saunders and Mauro and then with Aikins, MacAulay & Thorvaldson where he was a partner and a 

member and periodic Chairman of the Management Committee/Executive Board. He was appointed 

Queen’s Counsel in 1979. He also served as an adjudicator under the Manitoba Human Rights Act and as 
a member of the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal. He appeared before federal and Manitoba 

administrative tribunals and all levels of courts. He also served as an arbitrator in commercial disputes. 

Mr. Rothstein taught transportation law and contract law at the University of Manitoba and was a Bar 



 

Admission Course lecturer for the Law Society of Manitoba. He was a member of numerous committees 

and Task Forces, primarily in the transportation sector. Mr. Rothstein was appointed to the Federal 

Court – Trial Division on June 24, 1992 and elevated to the Court of Appeal on January 21, 1999. In 2005 

he served as a member of a NAFTA panel involving softwood lumber. He was appointed to the Supreme 

Court of Canada on March 1, 2006 and he retired on August 31, 2015. He was an associate counsel at 

the litigation boutique firm of Hunter Litigation Chambers in Vancouver from December 2015 to May 

2017, before joined the national firm of Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt, LLP in May 2017 as a partner. Mr. 

Rothstein was also appointed a Companion of the Order of Canada on June 30, 2017. 

 

Shannon Salter is the Chair of the Civil Resolution Tribunal, Canada’s first online tribunal resolving small 
claims, condominium disputes, and motor vehicle accident disputes. She is also an adjunct professor at 

the UBC Allard School of Law, teaching administrative law and legal ethics and professional regulation. 

She earned her BA and LLB from UBC, and her LLM from the University of Toronto. Ms. Salter was a BC 

Supreme Court judicial law clerk before practicing civil litigation at a large Vancouver firm. She has 

served as a vice chair of the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal, vice president of the BC Council of 
Administrative Tribunals, and on the College of Registered Nurses of BC. Ms. Salter is currently a director 

of the BC Financial Services Authority, a Law Society of British Columbia disciplinary hearing panel 

member, and a board member of the Canadian Legal Information Institute (CanLII). She is a co-author of 

the BC Administrative Decision Maker’s Manual, as well as a number of legal journal articles. In 2017, 
Ms. Salter was named one of the 25 Top Most Influential Lawyers in Canada, and was previously 

recognized as one of Canada’s New Law Pioneers by the Canadian Bar Association and an Access to 
Justice All-Star by the National Self-Represented Litigants Project (NSLAP). She is also the 2016 recipient 

of the Adam Albright award for outstanding teaching by an adjunct professor. Ms. Salter is a frequent 

speaker at international conferences on online dispute resolution, administrative law, legal education, 

and the future of law and technology. 

 

Madam Justice Mary Saunders was born and raised in British Columbia. After obtaining a Bachelor of 

Science from UBC, she attended the Faculty of Law, graduating in 1974. After articling she was called to 

the bar and practiced with several Vancouver law firms (some names now lost to history), 

predominantly in the fields of labour, employment, education, human rights and workers compensation 

law. She served on the British Columbia Police Commission (1985–1991), the RCMP External Review 

Committee, and the Board of the Justice Institute of British Columbia. She was a commissioner on two 

inquiries into injuries sustained by individuals while in the custody of police, and the 1986 Industrial 

Inquiry into the labour dispute in the forest industry. She served on the Premier’s Advisory Council on 

Native Affairs (1989–1991) that was the pre-cursor of British Columbia’s participation in land claim 
processes. She was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1989. 
 

Madam Justice Saunders was appointed to the Supreme Court of British Columbia in 1991 and to the 

Court of Appeal for British Columbia and the Court of Appeal of the Yukon Territory in 1999. In 2009 she 

received the Anthony P. Pantages, Q.C. Medal from the Justice Institute of British Columbia for 

contributions and improvements in criminal justice in British Columbia. 

 

Madam Justice Saunders has been a presenter at numerous legal and judicial education programs 

including on administrative law, alternate dispute resolution, labour law, class actions, youth criminal 

justice, privacy law and employment law. 

  



 

 

Jennifer Smith is a Victoria-based lawyer, educator, researcher and administrative tribunal member. Her 

professional and academic works reflect an interest in, and commitment to, social and environmental 

justice issues. In particular, Smith’s academic research includes exploring the intersection of human 

migration and environmental justice and the role of law, sovereignty and governance in this space. 

Smith’s work and research reflect a passion for practical research and education in the areas of ethics 

and professional responsibility and access to justice. 

 

Smith has practical and teaching experience in a variety of law and justice areas. Her law practice has 

primarily related to administrative law areas, including environment and immigration, with more diverse 

subject area experience as a research lawyer. In her work with legal education and training, Smith has 

worked primarily at the undergraduate level, but also teaches and develops curricula for graduate 

students, lawyers and the public. 

 

Smith holds a Bachelor of Science in Psychology from the University of Calgary (2003), a Bachelor of 

Laws from the University of Victoria (2008) and a Master of Laws from the University of Victoria (2011). 

Smith is also a PhD (Doctor of Philosophy in Law & Society) candidate at the University of Victoria’s 
faculty of law. She has been a recipient of several awards and scholarships including: University of 

Victoria Graduate Fellowship, Law Society of British Columbia Scholarship, Law Foundation Graduate 

Fellowship, a SSHRC-funded Masters Studentship, and Davis LLP Prize in Environmental Law.  

 

Jocelyn Stacey is an Assistant Professor at the Peter A. Allard School of Law, University of British 

Columbia. Her research and teaching focuses on Canadian environmental and administrative law. Her 

first book, The Constitution of the Environmental Emergency (Hart Publishing, 2018) elaborates rule-of-

law obligations that account for our ever-present vulnerability to catastrophic environmental harm. She 

has a doctorate in law from McGill University, and her doctoral dissertation, was nominated for the 

Governor General’s Gold Medal. She has a LLM from Yale Law School and an LLB from the University of 
Calgary. Professor Stacey has been the recipient of numerous research grants and academic awards 

including a SSHRC Insight Grant for her work on disaster law. Prior to graduate work, Jocelyn clerked for 

the Honourable Justice Marshall Rothstein at the Supreme Court of Canada. She is a founding Board 

Member of the Pacific Centre for Environmental Law and Litigation, a non-profit society dedicated to 

training law students and young lawyers in public interest environmental law litigation. 

 

Mark G. Underhill is a 1995 graduate of the Faculty of Law, University of Victoria, and was called to the 

Bar of the Law Society of British Columbia in 1996. He practiced with Arvay Finlay for ten years before 

establishing his own firm in 2005. In 2017, Mark reconstituted Arvay Finlay with Joseph J. Arvay O.C., 

Q.C., and other former members of the firm. 

 

Mark maintains a broad general civil litigation practice, with particular expertise in administrative, 

aboriginal, and environmental law, for which he has been repeatedly recognized in Best Lawyers in 

Canada and L’Expert. Mark appears regularly for a number of tribunals, including the Environmental 
Appeal Board, BC Review Board, the British Columbia Human Rights Tribunal and the Office of the Police 

Complaint Commissioner. Mark has appeared at all levels of Court, including the Supreme Court of 

Canada. Most recently, he acted for Rick Desautel in the landmark decision in R. v. Desautel, which 

established a constitutionally protected right to hunt in British Columbia for the Sinixt people, declared 

to be extinct by the Canadian government in 1956. 


