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Message From The President
Welcome to BCCAT’s Spring 2016 Newsletter. We have a great line-up of courses and an upcoming
roundtable session on May 5, 2016. Our roundtable session on the Use of Technology in Administrative
Justice was well received and productive. We look forward to future roundtable sessions that will allow
our members to share best practices and enhance their skills and knowledge. Please join us in these new
offerings.

BCCAT and the Canadian Council of Administrative Tribunals are discussing having a joint conference next
Spring. We will keep you updated on this exciting prospect.

Together, we are also exploring jointly putting

course material on-line so it is available and more accessible to a wider audience.

Additionally, I wish to welcome our new Board Members: Brian Friedrich, John Mayr, Kate Campbell and
Lorna Pawluk. We look forward to working with you.
- Alison Narod
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Board Members
Alan Andison
Environmental Appeal Board

Kate Campbell
Emily Drown (Board Secretary)
Safety Standards Appeal Board

Brian Friedrich (Treasurer)
Chartered Professional Accountants of BC

Steve Guthrie
Property Assessment Appeal Board

Diana Juricevic

Past & Present BCCAT Board Members at the 2014 Annual BCCAT Conference

BC Human Rights Tribunal

Shelley Lopez
Workers Compensation Appeal Tribunal

BCCAT serves the tribunal community through volunteers from the
community. This is our strength and what ensures our education
programs best suit our members. Your expertise and ideas are

John Mayr

required, whether on the Board of Directors or Committees.

Brent Mullin

BCCAT’S POLICY COMMITTEE IS LOOKING FOR YOU

Labour Relations Board

Are you interested in ensuring the independence of

Alison Narod (President)

administrative tribunals?

Community Care & Assisted Living Appeal Board

The policy committee provides advice to the Board on such

Lorna Pawluk

important issues and would like to welcome new members to

Shannon Salter (Vice President)

please provide your contact information to:

Civil Resolution Tribunal

Simmi Sandhu
Property Assessment Appeal Board

assist in the work. If you are interested in this opportunity

Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
An introductory teleconference is planned for mid-March,
2016.

Debe Simpson
Workers Compensation Appeal Tribunal

Daphne Stancil
BC Farm Industry Review Board

BC Council of Administrative Tribunals

On behalf of BCCAT, we want to thank our
board members for all of their hard work and
dedication to the organization.
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Save The Date!
The BCCAT Annual Education Conference – Going Platinum

The British Columbia Council of Administrative Tribunals is partnering with the Canadian Council of
Administrative Tribunals to bring a national symposium on administrative law to British Columbia in May
2017. Mark your calendars and stay tuned for further information regarding speakers, workshops and other
not to be missed events! We are very excited that this opportunity will be available to our members.
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BCCAT Roundtable
Don’t Miss Out! BCCAT Roundtable Event

BCCAT is pleased to announce that it is holding its second Roundtable event on May 5th. This lunchtime
discussion series is sure to provide valuable information and discussion for attendees. This roundtable
session’s topic is “Addressing Needs and Challenges: Parties with Mental Health Issues.” Stay tuned for
further information regarding registration and event details (although the organizers have let us know that
lunch will be provided and teleconference “call in” attendance will be an option to those members wishing
to attend from outside of the lower mainland geographic area.
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Volunteer
Did you know that BCCAT serves the tribunal community through volunteers from the community?
Your expertise and ideas are welcome, whether on the Board of Directors or on any of BCCAT’s numerous
committees.
BCCAT Commitees:
•

Education Committee

•

Nominating Committee

•

Communication, Outreach and Membership Committee

•

Policy and Research Committee

•

Annual Conference Committee

Please check out our website at bccat.net or contact us at registrar@bccat.net for more information.

BCCAT’s Policy Committee Is Looking For You
Are you interested in ensuring the independence of administrative tribunals?
The policy committee provides advice to the Board on such important issues and would like to welcome
new members to assist in the work. If you are interested in this opportunity please provide your contact
information to:
Wanda.Gorsuch@gov.bc.ca
An introductory teleconference is planned for mid-March, 2016.
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2016 Course Offerings

*Add 5% GST on all courses.
** To access member rates, you must be a member of BCCAT.
*** Courses are approved as continuing education for members of the bar in completing the Annual Report to the Law Society.
BCCAT will tailor courses to specific needs or provide in-house training. All courses are approved as continuing education for
members of the bar in completing the Annual Report to the Law Society of BC. Register now for courses.
Registration:
Administrative support and location for BCCAT’s Courses are now provided by the Justice Education Society.
Registration for courses is processed by AdminLawBC.ca, follow the link below to register for BCCAT courses.
Register At Adminlawbc.ca
The Justice Education Society will acknowledge your registration and provide you with detailed information regarding
your course.
Note:
The Administrative Justice – Practice and Procedures for Educational Institutions is arranged separately between the
organizations and BCCAT. Contact us for further information.
Cancellation Policy:
Please note that all courses are fully non-refundable if cancelled within 10 days of course start date. Course enrollment
is transferable to another member of your organization. Courses may be cancelled and you will be notified 7 days in
advance if insufficient enrolment occurs. Please contact BCCAT directly with any questions.
Location:
Unless otherwise advised, courses will be held in the Justice Education Society’s classroom at 800 Hornby Street

BC Council of Administrative Tribunals
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Adjudicator’s Manual
Our Apologies: Delay In Receipt Of Adjudicator’s Manual

This fall BCCAT offered you its new Training Service Package which included membership, discounts on
training and access to an updated online Adjudicators’ Manual. Unfortunately, due to the scope of the
revisions to the Adjudicators’ Manual, delivery of the manual has been delayed and will not be delivered
until later this spring/summer.

While BCCAT is certain that the online Adjudicators’ Manual will quickly become a go-to resource for
administrative law adjudicators in British Columbia, we recognize that some of you are disappointed that
the Adjudicators’ Manual is not yet ready. Accordingly, BCCAT is offering existing members the
following credit* on their purchases of the Training Service Package for the next membership year:

Package type

Level A

Level B

Level C

Level D

Level E

Level F

Individual

Subscription price

$500

$750

$1,000

$1,250

$1,500

$1,750

$75

Credit

$100

$150

$200

$250

$300

$350

$25

*The credit is not transferable to other organizations or individuals. BCCAT will advise in May on how claim for the
credit and save on next year’s training service package (starting on July 1, 2016).
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Admin Law Case Comment
Admin Law Case Comment
by Emily C. Drown

Wilson v. British Columbia (Superintendent of Motor

What are the issues?

Vehicles), 2015 SCC 47, [2015] 3 S.C.R. 300

The sole issue on appeal was whether the
Superintendent of Motor Vehicles’ interpretation

What is this case about?

of the MVA was reasonable.

This case deals with an administrative penalty (a
roadside prohibition) given under the impaired

What does the decision say about analysing

driving provisions of the Motor Vehicle Act,

the reasonableness of an adjudicator’s

R.S.B.C. 1996, c. 318 (the “MVA”). The Appellant

interpretation of legislation?

applied to the Superintendent of Motor Vehicles

The unanimous decision confirms earlier

for a review, seeking to have the prohibition

decisions by the Supreme Court of Canada that an

cancelled. The Superintendent of Motor Vehicles

administrative decision maker’s interpretation

upheld the driving prohibition. The Appellant

of his or her home statute is presumptively

then sought judicial review of the Superintendent

owed deference. Assessing the reasonableness

of Motor Vehicles’ decision at the Supreme

standard of review, the Honourable Mister Justice

Court of British Columbia. The reviewing judge

Moldaver states that the principles of statutory

held that the Superintendent of Motor Vehicles

interpretation must be assessed, including not

was unreasonable in his interpretation of the

only the text of any legislation, but its context

governing legislation and set aside the driving

and legislative intent.

prohibition.

The Superintendent of Motor

Vehicles then appealed to the British Columbia
Court of Appeal. A unanimous court concluded
that the adjudicator’s interpretation had been
reasonable and reinstated the driving prohibition.
The Appellant then appealed to the Supreme
Court of Canada.
The Supreme Court of Canada’s decision deals
with concepts central to administrative law,

STAY TUNED!
Supreme Court of Canada has reserved judgment
in Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal, et al
v. Fraser Health Authority, et al. A summary of
this case from the Office of the Registrar of the
Supreme Court of Canada can be found at http://
www.scc-csc.ca/case-dossier/info/sum-someng.aspx?cas=36300.

namely deference owed to administrative
decision makers and the reasonableness standard
used to assess such decisions on judicial review.
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Update from the Civil Resolution

The Civil Resolution Tribunal is excited to launch the next round of testing for the Solution Explorer
and is looking for assistance from members of the administrative tribunal community. Visit their
website for further information and to sign up.
https://www.civilresolutionbc.ca/come-try-the-solution-explorer/
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